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NORTHAMPTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS AND
BOARD OF EDUCATION PUBLIC FORUM
March 2, 2016
6:00 p.m.
The Northampton County Board of Commissioners and Board of Education held a Public Forum to address
questions and concerns regarding the supplemental tax on Wednesday, March 2, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. in the Lake
Gaston Community Center located at 564 NC Highway 46, Gaston, North Carolina with the following present:
Chairwoman Fannie Greene
Vice-Chairman Joseph Barrett
Commissioner Robert Carter
Commissioner Virginia Spruill
Ms. Kimberly Turner, County Manager
Ms. Michelle Nelson, Clerk
Vice-Chair Marjorie Edwards , School Board
Mr. Clinton Williams, School Board
Ms. Lucy Edwards, School Board
Mr. Phil Matthews, School Board
Ms. Keedra Whitaker, School Board
Dr. Monica Smith-Woofter, Superintendent
Mr. Doug Miller, Exec. Director of Auxiliary Services

Chairwoman Fannie Greene called the meeting to order. She introduced Vice-Chairman Joseph Barrett,
Commissioner Virginia Spruill, and Commissioner Robert Carter. Vice-Chair Marjorie Edwards introduced
Board of Education members Phil Matthews, Clinton Williams, Lucy Edwards, and mentioned that Board Chair
Rhoda Taylor, and Board member Kelvin Edwards was not able to be at the meeting. Keedra Whitaker was on
her way.
Chairwoman Greene turned the forum over to Dr. Monica Smith-Woofter. Dr. Woofter reviewed the
Northampton County Board of Education Fact Sheet. County Manager Kimberly Turner introduced the Tax
Administrator and informed the audience that if they had tax questions, she is available to answer. Ms. Turner
reviewed the Supplemental Tax Information pamphlet.
Dr. Woofter read questions/comments that citizens turned in before the Forum:


Linda Hedgepeth noted that selling property in the County is difficult due to tax rates. She felt
that tax increases will further discourage new business initiatives. Fewer businesses will mean
less collected gross taxes.
o Dr. Woofter replied that educational opportunities and economic development go hand in
hand. She said this matters even in recruiting teachers and administrators to work for the
school system.



Robert Hedgepeth commented that he’s attended a high school 50 years ago that is still in
service. He said it is close to 100 years old and has been reconfigured several times over the
years. He also suggested that tax payers are going to other areas largely because taxes keep going
up. This increase may make more people want to leave.



Doug Hughes wanted to know what the graduation rate was not counting KIPP.
o Dr. Woofter stated that the graduation rate last year was 84.7%.
He also asked if they really believe that brick and mortar makes better students. He believes that
a quality education is the key to successful economic development, but buildings do not create
quality education.
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o Dr. Woofter said they do have limitations with some of their building structures, and
people that have done studies on their buildings, have told them that they need to close
some of them. They can’t close buildings unless they have somewhere to put the students.


Mary More asked if they could explain the positive impact this will have on the education of the
children.
o Dr. Woofter replied that in talking with the students, and they have told them that they
need a new school. She said if the school system could use what they had they would, but
the recommendation from the experts say they need to close, and build something new
because they don’t need to keep investing in the old facilities.



Nancy Nicholson asked if the money to fix the four Kindergarten rooms is included in the 34
million? If so, how much will it be, and where are the plans for the High School and Middle
School posted for review by the public.
o Dr. Woofter said that they presented a plan to the Commissioners, and as a County, we
are strapped for money. The school system didn’t receive funding to be able to move the
four pre-K classrooms to the Gaston Elementary School site.



Jacks Saunders asked if an architect has already been put on contract and if so, how much is the
fee. Also will the Board of Education address the lowest cost alternatives to the $34 million
discussed in the news articles.
o Dr. Woofter noted that they can’t pick an architect until they know from the voters
that they’ve approved them moving forward. They have some architects in waiting.
Then it has to be put out for bids. She also said that yes, the Board of Education will
address the lowest cost; because they had a fee of $32 to $42 million, they sided with
the lower amount.



Marcia Kerr wanted to know what percentage of Northampton County is delinquent in their
taxes now.
o Mrs. Cathy Allen, Northampton County Tax Assessor replied that 91.57% has been
collected, and 8.4% are delinquent in their taxes currently.



Vickie Evans asked why buy land. What about closed buildings?
o Dr. Woofter stated for example, that the High School campus now back when it was
built had different guidelines concerning the amount of space you must have. You
have to have more acreage now for building a new school. As for the closed
buildings, Dr. Woofter said the only available one is Seaboard Coates. The rest have
been sold, or are being rented.

There was a round of questions/answer exchanges between other members of the audience, the Superintendent,
and the County Manager.
Chairwoman Greene made closing statements. Vice-Chair Majorie Edwards made closing statements on behalf
of Rhonda Taylor.
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Michelle Nelson, Clerk
Board of Commissioners
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