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NORTHAMPTON COUNTY
REGULAR SESSION
March 21, 2016
Be It Remembered that the Board of Commissioners of Northampton County met on March 21,
2016 with the following present: Fannie Greene, Joseph Barrett, Chester Deloatch, Virginia
Spruill, and Robert Carter
Others Present: Kimberly Turner, Scott McKellar, and Michelle Nelson
Agenda Work Session:
A 10-minute work session was held to discuss today’s agenda items. Chairwoman Greene called
upon County Manager Kimberly Turner for input. Ms. Turner had no changes.
Regular Session:
Chairwoman Greene called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone, and announced when
citizens could make comments. Vice-Chairman Barrett gave the Invocation, and the Pledge of
Allegiance was recited.
Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes for March 7, 2016:
A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Virginia Spruill to approve the
Regular Meeting Minutes for March 7, 2016. Question Called: All present voting yes. Motion
carried.
Approval of Closed Session Minutes for March 7, 2016:
A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch to approve the Closed
Session Minutes for March 7, 2016. Question Called: All present voting yes. Motion carried.
Approval of Agenda for March 21, 2016:
A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Robert Carter to approve the pre-stated
agenda. Question Called: All present voting yes. Motion carried.
Relay for Life Proclamation:
Mrs. Marla Jerman appeared before the Board on behalf of Relay for Life for Northampton
County to share their Proclamation for 2016. Mrs. Jerman noted that they also have their purple
bow campaign. However, this year, they’ve added a yellow color in support of the caregivers.
The event will take place on May 13th and 14th at the Wellness Center. She also invited the Board
to join in the pre-Relay activities stated in the Proclamation. Mrs. Jerman asked for the Relay for
Life representatives to stand.
A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Joseph Barrett to approve the
proclamation for Relay for Life for Northampton County. Question Called: All present voting
yes. Motion carried.
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Management Matters:
Ms. Kimberly Turner, County Manager, appeared before the Board with a presentation in
reference to our Health Insurance. She noted that the HR Director has been soliciting quotes for
our Health Insurance Benefits in an effort to provide benefits at an affordable cost while keeping
a good plan. Some counties are now using brokers to assist in finding companies that will
provide the best cost based on our needs. Our neighboring counties use services from Mark III
Employee Benefits as their broker. Ms. Turner introduced Mr. Bruce Raper who represents Mark
III company to make a presentation.
Ms. Turner also mentioned that the Commissioners have been given a copy of the Legislative
Goals for their District Meeting.
Ms. Turner also asked for a date and time for a Public Hearing for a re-zoning action. She is
requesting April 18, 2016 at 6:20 pm. Ms. Turner noted that this is contingent on the fact that
this is their three-month trial period for evening meetings. If the Board wants to keep the 6:00
pm meetings, then the Public Hearing would be for 6:20 pm.
It is a Board consensus to extend the evening meetings another three months and monitor further
citizen participation.
A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Robert Carter to hold the Public Hearing
on April 18, 2016 at 6:20 pm. Question Called: All present voting yes. Motion carried.
Ms. Turner reviewed reminders of the following events:




She asked if all Commissioners were ok with taking the School Tour on April 5th starting
at 8:30 am.
The District Meeting is on April 6th, and County Assembly Day is May 18th.
Ms. Turner also reminded the Board that she will be out of the County from Thursday,
March 24th until Wednesday, March 30th.
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Citizens/Board Comments:
Chairwoman Greene called for Citizens Comments.
Ms. Laquitta Cooper asked to make comments on behalf of Relay for Life. She noted that they
have some concerns about plans in case of rain for their event, and said that the Wellness Center
is locked after 8:00 pm. She is asking if they could have access to the building in case of bad
weather. There is also a concern that the Port-a-Johns are so far from the event site as well. She
mentioned that they would also need access to the building in case elderly citizens can’t walk to
the Port-a-Johns. There is also a security issue for the team to be able to have a safe place to
count money once the building has been locked. Ms. Turner stated that we can work this issue
out. She said she was made aware of what was going on after the event last year, and she let the
Recreation Director know that the next year, we would have the building available for Relay for
Life.
Mr. Kelly Vann thanked the Commissioners for having evening meetings. He said he appreciates
what the Commissioners have done. Mr. Vann also made comments that we will miss Mrs.
Spruill and Mr. Barrett in 2017. He wanted to note that the property taxes are extremely high,
and he feels it would be cheaper to live in another county. He is also concerned that there are
employees that work in the County offices, that get paid with County money and don’t live in
Northampton County.
Chairwoman Greene called for Board Comments.
Commissioner Carter appreciated the positive comments from Mr. Vann.
Vice-Chairman Barrett also wanted to thank Mr. Vann for his comments, and mentioned that it
has been a pleasure to serve the citizens.
Commissioner Spruill said she felt the same way Mr. Barrett does, and that it has been a pleasure
to have served the citizens of our great County.
Commissioner Deloatch also thanked Mr. Vann for his kind comments.
Chairwoman Greene thanked everyone for coming. She noted that they appreciate the
attendance, and that it has grown since they first started the evening meetings.
A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Virginia Spruill to adjourn. Question
Called: All present voting yes. Motion carried.

Michelle Nelson, Clerk to the Board
“r.m. 03-21-16”

